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We pretty much take them for granted, don’t we?
And yet they serve an incredibly important function.

THEY LET 
THE LIGHT IN.
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My favorite windows at John 3:16 Mission are located 
high on the peaks of New Life Hall, our chapel and dining 
center in downtown Tulsa (seen in the cover picture on 
this report). Large crosses dominate these huge windows. 
Sunlight pours in during the day and at night there is 
a beautiful, golden glow that silhouettes the crosses, 
reminding everyone that God’s greatest gift to humanity 

can be found inside.

AND WHAT IS THAT GIFT? 

It is total life transformation that begins through a 
relationship with Jesus Christ. Every person who comes to 
the Mission hungry and homeless has the chance to initiate 
or renew that transforming relationship by letting Christ’s 
Light shine into their hearts.

However, the journey doesn’t stop there. It continues with 
meals, shelter and comprehensive programs that help 
people forever escape the streets and rebuild their lives. In 
this regard, 2019 was exceptional.

In John 8:12, Jesus says He is the Light of the World and 
that whoever follows Him will not walk in darkness.

I hope as you look through the “window” of this report 
and reflect upon your generous support last year, you 
will see clearly that Christ’s Light is shining brightly and 
transforming lives daily at John 3:16 Mission.

THANK YOU.

Steve Whitaker 

President and CEO
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HERE IS A LOOK AT WHAT YOU HELPED ACCOMPLISH 
IN THE SHELTER AND MEN’S MINISTRIES FROM 2019.

SALVATIONS & REDEDICATIONS 

During 2019 shelter chapel services, 1,800 people received Christ as Savior or  
rededicated themselves to discipleship!

MEALS AND SHELTER (MISSION WIDE) 
207,026 meals served and 32,177 overnight shelters provided

PROGRAM GRADUATIONS 
21 men completed the year-long New Creation program and left the Mission employed,  
clean and sober, housed, and with new outlook on life

SEARCH & RESCUE  

The Mission’s trained team of staff and volunteers visited homeless campsites around the city 
five times per week for a total of 1,238 camp visits, performing thousands of hours of important 
ministry including prayer, welfare checks and encouragement

67 2,312 37 3,453ADMISSIONS TO PROGRAM PIECES OF CLOTHING DISTRIBUTED MEN RETURNED TO WORK COUNSELING SESSIONS

STEPHEN

For years, Stephen had been on a long road to 
nowhere. Actually, that road had already led him 
to drug dependency, run-ins with the law and 
sleeping on park benches. “Basically, I was just 
walking the streets, doing enough day job work 
to support my habit,” he admits.

One day, hungry and looking for shelter, he 
walked into John 3:16 Mission. “I wasn’t coming 
here to find God, I came here because I didn’t 
have a choice. I was on the streets and didn’t 
have anywhere to go.”

But something unexpected happened shortly 
after he arrived. 

“The power of God in that place, it basically just 
overwhelmed me,” he recalls. “I could feel the 
Holy Spirit…I felt safe and that people really did 
care about me.”

That was the beginning of change. It wasn’t 
easy. But at the Mission, Stephen found the 
comprehensive program and support he 
needed. Most importantly, he cultivated a deep 

relationship with Christ in which he discovered 
grace and forgiveness.

Stephen is now graduating the program and 
already has a well-paying, full-time job. In 
January, he will move into a place of his own.

“I just want to say ‘Thank you!’ to everyone who 
gave to the Mission. It helped to save me!”

If you were to look through the windows of the OVERNIGHT SHELTER AND MEN’S 
MINISTRY , then you would see a place where broken lives are redeemed and repaired by 
God’s love.

You would see a place where radical hospitality is practiced, and hope is renewed. You would see a place where 
Matthew 25:35, “ For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to 
drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in,  I needed clothes and you clothed me,” is fulfilled.

The calling of John 3:16 Mission has always been to share the life transforming Gospel with the homeless men, 
women and children God brings through our doors. Thanks to your support, that calling continues to bear fruit in 
lives that are transformed for now and for eternity.

PROGRAMS

$3,492,491

DIRECT FUNDRAISING COSTS

$1,151,698

DEVELOPMENT OVERHEAD

$508,496

ADMINISTRATIVE*

$419,629

REVENUE EXPENSES

PROGRAMS $23,410 $3,492,491

ADMINISTRATIVE $13,070 $419,629

DEVELOPMENT $6,091,926 $1,660,194

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN $1,338,496 $41,062

GIFT IN KIND $1,975,836 $1,973,537

$9,442,738 $7,586,913

*Includes salaries and other operational overhead

“THE MISSION SAVED ME”



WOMEN’S MINISTRY

FAMILY AND YOUTH CENTER

WOMEN’S PROGRAMS 
CONTINUE TO GROW
The windows of hope and renewal for homeless women opened even wider in 

2019 at John 3:16 Mission!

Under the new leadership of Director Megan Thomson, The Women’s Ministry 

continued to build on the accomplishments of the previous year when the 

RENEW residential recovery program first opened. Thomson focused on 

enhancing and strengthening both the residential recovery and daytime only 

REFRESH program. In nearly every category, from meals served, to counseling 

sessions to shelters provided, numbers increased significantly.

By the end of 2019, both programs were thriving as more homeless and at-risk 

women sought Christ-centered fellowship and recovery. Thomson has also 

focused on hiring highly qualified, professional people of faith to ensure these 

women get the best care of its kind available in Tulsa.

There is so much going on! Few, if any, other organizations 

in Tulsa offer as much to our community’s at-risk children 

and families. The FYC is where the threads of individual 

responsibility, social justice, compassion, and Christian 

discipleship, are woven into a cord that strengthens families 

and resonates through our community. 

From food baskets for hungry families, to clothing and 

household items, to after school recreation, Bible studies, 

tutoring, summer literacy and adult learning classes, the FYC 

impacted thousands of lives—in Christ’s name—in 2019.

The world had given up on Cindy.  
But God hadn’t.

After decades of drinking, drug use and life 
on the streets (cut off from her children and 
grandchildren), she finally hit rock bottom in a 
park near downtown Tulsa.

“I was an atheist, but for the first time in my 
life, I raised my hands and I said, ‘God, I need 
you. I can’t do this anymore. I need your help.’”

That sincere prayer led her into rehab and to 
the doors of John 3:16 Mission for a meal.

“I was malnourished from being homeless for 5 
years,” she says. “Not only did I get meals, but 
for the first time in years, I felt peaceful and 
safe. I knew this is where God wanted me.”

In the Mission’s Renew Recovery program for 
homeless women, Cindy’s life was stabilized 
and her faith in Christ grew stronger.

“Being a new creation in Christ means I have 
hope; I have a future. If God can change me,  
He can change anybody.” 

Thanks to you, Cindy is graduating the 
program redeemed and restored.

“I am so grateful to those who give to John 
3:16. They gave me a place where I could get 
(recovery) done. And with God’s help, I got 
it done!”

YOU COULD SPEND A LOT OF TIME LOOKING 
INTO ALL THE MINISTRY WINDOWS OF THE 
FAMILY & YOUTH CENTER (FYC). 

CINDY

“HE CAN CHANGE ANYBODY”

HOW YOU HELPED
HOMELESS WOMEN IN 2019

THROUGH THE WINDOW OF FYC MINISTRIES 2019

3,479 WOMEN SERVED

3,927 MEALS SERVED

2,793 SHELTERS

1,746 COUNSELING 
SESSIONS

4 WOMEN  
EMPLOYED

6,266 FAMILIES SEEN

21,374 PEOPLE REPRESENTED

6,231 FOOD BASKETS/ 
GROCERIES DISTRIBUTED

9,849

10,199

16,023

MEALS SERVED

ARTICLES OF CLOTHING 
DISTRIBUTED

CHILDREN/YOUTH 
CONTACTS

HOW DID YOU MAKE AT DIFFERENCE IN PEOPLE’S 
LIVES THROUGH THE FYC? HERE ARE FEW HIGHLIGHTS.

STREET LIGHT GANG/CITY KIDS Monthly events in which children and youths 

from the surrounding area are bused in for a night of fun, fellowship and learning about Christ.

SUMMER KIDS CAMP This annual summer literacy program for struggling readers 

grades K-4 enjoyed its best results ever! This year, nearly 100 children participated, and testing 

showed, on average, students improved their reading by nearly MORE than an entire school year in 

just eight weeks!

CREATIVE ARTS With arts education dwindling in our public schools curricula, our kids 

get to express their talents through song, dance, drama and visual arts under instruction from a 

professional staff member. 

GROCERY CHOICE Introduced in 2018, this initiative allows people in need of food to 

choose items, including some fresh produce and meats, from our pantry that are appropriate for 

their families.

COOPERATIVE LEARNING CLASSES These monthly classes are aimed at 

providing adults with a source of useful information on a variety of topics designed to help families 

succeed in today’s world. Topics include everything from healthy meal prep, managing finances and 

good parenting.




